Healthy Soils Australia

Healthy soils for Australia’s future 

Healthy Soils Australia-HSA (www.healthysoils.com.au) is a new national initiative to foster improved soil health.   HSA provides a focus for independent scientists, farmers, community groups, industry and policy leaders to advance innovative solutions for protecting and restoring soil health. 

Tragically the management of our land and natural resources over the past 200 years has led to the widespread serious degradation of many soils and the health of associated water, bio-diversity, eco-system services and environmental values. 

The decline in the health of our soils has included the degradation of soil structure, soil organic matter levels and associated declines in soil nutrient dynamics and availabilities, water infiltration and holding capacities and key biological processes and diversity. This degradation is a major factor contributing to salinity and the decline in the productivity, disease resistance, nutritional quality and stress resilience of our dependent agricultural systems.

HSA aims to improve understanding of the causes of this degradation and how it can be addressed, through practical on-the-ground action. We need to recognise that our welfare and sustained health of communities depends fundamentally on the health of our soils. 

To try to address these challenges, HSA has been active and successful on several fronts. 

Partly in response to HSA initiatives, the Government will soon be launching a new Healthy Soils for Sustainable Farms program with a budget of $5M over 4 years. Although soil health had not recently been seen as a major determinant in natural resource management issues, this new program, which closely reflects strategies submitted by HSA, provides the opportunity to address both this lack of understanding and practical restorative action.

In partnership with industry and community interests, HSA is also developing strategies for the bioconversion of organic urban wastes and their return to farms as soil conditioners. Other strategies and actions in the sights of HSA, are practical strategies to:

· improve agricultural outputs, productivity and food security

· improve soil structure and fertility

· minimise salinity and other soil constraints to agriculture

· improve soil water storage and restore the persistence and quality of stream flows

· improve food nutrition and enhance human health 

· protect the sustainability of natural resources, including biota

· provide the R&D and innovation to underpin soil health solutions. 

The HSA website at www.healthysoils.com.au is new and will increasingly detail these challenges and action that HSA is undertaking to address them. Information will cover HSA strategies and innovations in restoration technologies, mosaic land management practices, biomass and carbon futures, eco-system services, fostering community health, and other research and innovation developments.  Interested individuals or industry groups can obtain further information on these initiatives and HSA membership through the website, from info@healthysoils.com.au or from Keith Thomas via the NSF office. HSA has close links to the Nature and Society Forum, Zero Waste Australia and the Sustainability Science Team. The HSA directors are Dr John Schooneveldt, Mr Walter Jehne Mr Rob Gourlay and Dr Brian Tunstall.
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